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Type of WBC Normal percentage of overall WBC count
neutrophil 55 to 73 percent
lymphocyte 20 to 40 percent
eosinophil 1 to 4 percent
monocyte 2 to 8 percent
basophil 0.5 to 1 percent



Age range WBC count (per mcL of 
blood)
newborns 9,000 to 30,000
children under 2 6,200 to 
17,000
children over 2 and adults 5,000 
to 10,000



Your blood is made up different types of blood cells, including white blood 
cells, or leukocytes. White blood cells are an important part of your immune 
system, helping your body to fight off diseases and infections. If you have 
too few white blood cells, you have a condition known as leukopenia.
There are several different types of leukopenia, depending on which type of 
white blood cell your blood is low in:
If your blood is low in neutrophils, you have a type of leukopenia known 
as neutropenia. Neutrophils are the white blood cells that protect you from 
fungal and bacterial infections. Leukopenia is so often caused from a 
decrease in neutrophils that some people use the terms “leukopenia” and 
“neutropenia” interchangeably.
Another common type of leukopenia is lymphocytopenia, which is when you 
have too few lymphocytes. Lymphocytes are the white blood cells that protect 
you from viral infections.

https://www.healthline.com/health/neutrophils
https://www.healthline.com/health/neutropenia
https://www.healthline.com/health/lymphocytes


When the number of white cells in your blood is higher than normal, it’s 
called leukocytosis. This usually happens because you’re sick, but 
sometimes it’s just a sign that your body is stressed.
Neutrophilia. This is an increase in WBCs called neutrophils. They’re the 
most common type of WBCs, accounting for 40 to 60 percent of your 
WBCs. Neutrophilia is the type of leukocytosis that occurs most often.
Lymphocytosis. About 20 to 40 percent of your WBCs are lymphocytes. 
An increased number of these cells is called lymphocytosis. This type of 
leukocytosis is very common.
Monocytosis. This is the name for a high number of monocytes. This cell 
type makes up only about 2 to 8 percent of your WBCs. Monocytosis is 
uncommon.
Eosinophilia. This means there are a high number of cells called 
eosinophils in your blood. These cells make up about 1 to 4 percent of 
your WBCs. Eosinophilia is also an uncommon type of leukocytosis.
Basophilia. This is a high level of WBCs called basophils. There aren’t 
many of these cells in your blood — only 0.1 to 1 percent of your WBCs. 
Basophilia is rare.

https://www.healthline.com/health/neutrophils
https://www.aafp.org/afp/2015/1201/p1004.html
https://www.aafp.org/afp/2015/1201/p1004.html
https://www.healthline.com/health/lymphocytes
https://www.aafp.org/afp/2015/1201/p1004.html
https://www.healthline.com/health/eosinophil-count-absolute
https://www.aafp.org/afp/2015/1201/p1004.html
https://www.healthline.com/health/basophils
https://www.aafp.org/afp/2015/1201/p1004.html





































